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ABSTRACT 

Communities Have Options in Control of Education 
(CHOICE) has been developed as a plan of action and a means' for 
American Indian communities to exercise their responsibilities in 
providing a quality education as defined locally by responsible 
Indian groups. CHOICE aims to provide for a legitimate Indian voice 
in all education programs operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) and to help Indian communities provide for each student a 
program of high quality which will prepare him to make informed 
choices throughout his life including those instances where the 
schools are not operated by BIA. CHOICE ties very closely with other 
Bureau and Federal programs. It provides the tribe or community with 
options on the kind of education and the delivery system they desire. 
Among these are: an educational program that respects Indian cultural 
values; a quality education progran for Indian children enrolled in 
public schools; boarding schools of high quality; adequate financial 
assistance for undergraduate and graduate college attendance; an 
effective education program for exceptional children — handicapped and 
gifted; creative learning experiences for preschool children; adult 
education; summer activities; education staff who are sensitive and 
appreciative of the needs and heritage of Indian children and youth; 
and alternative education programs for Indian youth who are not in 
school or employed. (NQ) 
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r'a : r 'Ma;; d rro ra::! . 




a p;/r o:" ;ict inr^ nnd a means for Indian 
ics provldini; a qual i t- 



C'l'' ICi: -as horr ^ir:cU^:^. i\ 

-^ivcation Jofin-d :...-al[3/ by ros-oMH[!^Ie Indian c:roup<s . The tools 
-inci directiors whi;;-': ir nr.^nosf:" si:-:plj; so: do\^-^ on paper the voice 
or l-dian people as: f- /..i. ^eo/) -xi^resscd in mceiin^s, budi^et stacc- 

over ■ ;io nant several v/tvars . 



■::en : s and sr^ii-os ; i 



v.1iiie tno ca-no[ ^;:ar'i'::ee tJ^e anpronria: ion ot: funds Lo do all 

:nac ::n.eh?: be desirod, i; do.^s plod.:e Hia: after a -ribal group or 
cor-nni:;.- fias ;-adr: :heir a«-'ods k-own, : he Bnrea;- -ill work^with the 
^ronp ::o carr" oi:! i:s • :. i ves . 





ERIC 



(JHOICIl - 
THE EDUCATION CHALLENGE 



Education is the cornerstone of democracy-- the one 
best hope for individual attainment and for naLional 
.strength. The vitality of every nation and progress 
ol all peoplo have been determined primarily by the 
qualitv of the schools. Societies have f i o\jrished 
Willi limited development of material resources, but 
never with limitations placed on the dev».'l opmr-n t of 
intellectual resources. A national study has point-d 
out that in some nations possessing abundant natural 
resources, people live in semis tarvat ion . Other 
nations that have invested in human capital have 
acliieved high productivity, even though they have 
meaner natural resources. No illiterate nation has 
acliieved a high level of productivity, vhile all 
Literate nations have relatively hi^^h per capita income. 

Education must, therefore, be the heritage of all 
citizens - Indian and non-Indian alike. For Indian 
people Che primary challenge is the choice of the 
delivery system and the kind of education which will 
best serve Indian needs. The proud and diverse Indian 
cultures must have freedom of expression along with all 
cultures in the rich tapestry of mankind which stretches 
across the United States. 
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KKSP(\N'.S IHn. ITV KOK KDl.'CAT 1;o:n 



riu' pri':;arv ru:t|HMi s i h i I i, i: v i\)r Lhe education ol iho cliiJd rasf--; wiLli 
■ht' parents c'-i Lho t:iM M and Che comnuinity in whi.cii tiiey live. As in 
t|^.<' caso Ol rho majoritv of t»thor American citlx.ons, nianv Indian 
fiiildrov. ar.' i a public schools. Such public scliools operate wLlhin 
Niatf srat.utes passed hv elocLod repr or, on La t: iv(\s and specific policy 
direct iou ol" N^cal .scliool boards elecLed by the cornnnini.rv served. 
Severirv p,-vcc\M nf Indian ciij.Idron ol federally rccOi;n L;'.ed tribes 
art" 1 !^ pub I i c -^choo Is . 

At I :u' f>re.s<-u i.i:\^o r\'inv redfraliv r ucov;n i :^.ed Indian parents and 
co-nun a ie> do -lot iiav.' suffici^^nt resources to provide education to 
t'':<-lr ob.ildren noL in public schools. Therefore, the Federal r^ovornniont 
••.:;''Ports necessary ediioaL' lona I hiuctions for approx i.mat I v tventv five 
'^^'^ -'^'^^'^^ Indian children of foderallv recognir^i'd tribes through 

provision oi fed.-ral school operations. For tiiose Indian clii Idron in 
public schools wiiere the comniunily ri.'Sourees are nut sufficient for a 
c;ua!iLv education, ihc. Hur^.Mu. is also authorised to rr^ake t:rants to 
such. [iu!o]ic school svste;:us to insure quality education that inects th.o 
needs o!. chc Indian ciuldren attending those schools. 

in r!v^ dirc^ct pvovi.^\\on of scliool facilities and in the grants to 
Stat.'s for public schools, the 13IA wants to be responsive to Indian 
needs and desires. It is recognized that tfie primary respons ib il i t v 
for education rtsts with the parents of the children themselves. 



^' ^) 1 1- V K 0 c; K A '1 



■'■''i'^ Affairs prop.^ses to ho ns rosponsiv.* to InJi^in 
|ue::t-- iry clt,in/r .v; i l can b.- anJ t:o mako possihi.i i ncri-a-; i nr 

r.-sponsihiLiLv lor th..^ cUrtH'tion v)f thoir cfi i ulrt^ii ' s 
^^^'1 i'-u!i.r.! p,'opU^. The ob)L>cllvo.s artj : 

:^rovi.;..- a ! t'>; i. :■ i nn N./ [ndian vc^ico in all -vlu.'aLion 

:v\vT -p.'rat;o;i hv !W A. 

i.iJiaa .i'lniiiiiiu L i t's Prt-vi>lf Lor .-acii staiJoMt a 
-'^/''y^ ^' ^^^-^^1 t;t:aliiv v;!iich will pr^ipare ri.o indi- 
i.aior:'Kni choicL-'^ throimtunil his i i f ,« 
t:iu)^;o iasLanrt's whvvj ihc sciiv)ols aro fioL 

::1k. Pronnsni:; which follow aro aJready in .MTecL Lo 5,0-- <.vt(MU 
--^:.::r--an r .! : ; c a : L o n a I svsto:n. 10,^ ^now that thcv work and arr pre- 
"•■ -^-^ ^^-^ ^M-^^n^l tront which will achieve .aihstantial chanr.^ bv 



'^•U::: provides options to the tribe 



or coiniiuniitv and Lies 



a 



.i.a- Jinrean and i\wlL^raL pro,c;rarns. A tribe or com- 

10 ":ost Lhv! :oL lowing assistance; 

— ^ 

A co;-p;-,-hi.ny ivf. educaf. ionai ::.u:ds as s t>s snon n . This could 
:nc!vij,.. nr«-school, elomonLary, socondary, ,-,dult and iiiuiu-r 
•■'.';c-a::ion and b>3 rolatoii to total coiTsnunity needs. 

uo\'u-!-p::-.;r;L t tribal or coirjtuinity education objectives 
esrabliKh'-ient of priorities, 
■ii A broad educational plan developed with the objective oi 

provuiing the kind of educational prograir. needed and desired 
..K- plan could identity those aspects which rT,it;ht be performed 
uruier contract with the Bureau. A pare oi the plan ".ir.hr 
D.'. f.e<',T:eci !.o ::acilitv nc-ecis. 

r- chnical assistance to assist the tribe or comniunitv in the 
piacini: o i: this plan in operation. 
■ A:~ Che plan develops, the Bureau would endeavor I'o provide 
::.K-i:nical assistance to help resolve problems and evaluate 
pro:^res;-, . 

■•iOICi: Pi-ograr, seeks to provide the options for Indian neonle 
ise cncir ri2ht to locally deter^.ine the kind of education ar.n 
■.- : : ve rv sv'item thev desire. 
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l.VniAN INVOLVKMf'lNT III SCHOOLS 



V[]o Buri\:ii .^f^ j-T : i \' 's shall hi*: 

(1> F'verv oiu' of iIh' prcst'iit 200 Bureau schools voj 1 1 , hv 
lf?7/>, h.- np»'ral --(l !)\' n manaj?.^nien L .syxtorn cho'^on hv rh 
iH-^«M*iA" iarir^; .M* {.hat: school -- L-ithtrr Indian opc-ra- 
^ioii, public --.chool or BFA. 

'!v-,rv :'.,r.'a:' --^hool will be i^poralod v.-i t:h tlu* policv 
advi'.'o nf a Ci>::in:un i i v or u i ha 1.1 v -.(^ 1 1 1 cJ school 

''vi . ' this oj> t i on f i na 1 po 1 i ov and pcrsonno 1 
(li'C i ions rosf w\ th UIA. 

Pn-.'['t-: of Indi\'in cMildrLHi in public schools will hi- 
''•CU' •-•••-"ore J so their jus: rncasnro nf control in 

t'd'io.i:ior process ( Itroui^h Lhc public school board 
and parcnL i n 1 vcnicMi t: possible in the various public 
scI^^^ I sy5 t.t'i';S . 

l.:::p lertuMUaf ion oT (."IV'so objectives v;il[ ht' sou^^ht: r.hrouj^h the 
fo 1 low in); : 

• 1) I'.lioro a Hnreau facility is in operation a full range 
v^L options for carrying out the education delivery 
system will be explored along with the procedures for 
implementation. These may include: 

a. operation under contract, or grant either in full 
or in part; 

b. public school status; 

c. Bureau operation, and 

d. other options that may be suggested by Indian 
people. For contract operation there will bo 
the right to return to Bureau operation if this 
is the desire of the tribe. 

(2) The community, parents and tribal beneficiaries of 
every school operated by the BIA will be infor.^ed 
through meetings and " li tera ture concerning the full 
range of options. 

(3) It is recognized that if a delivery system other than 
BIA operation of a school is chosen (for a school now 
operated by BIA) that Federal employees will be 
involved. Since qualified teachers will be needed for 
any of the other options selected, a method for pro- 
viding continued Federal benefits for employees in 
Indian operated schools will be developed. 
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i'^ncy }'.n MUM i IK'S v< i 1 I h;- iK-vt'l^pcJ (,,,■ i:\-:nVi' 

ri'iM'o M u( ,i: i v.! po I U:v-»nakii\u bi^avd which is ron:; i • f , ( 

'^^'^ ' ''^I'h' ot opr;raLiot\ .soluciod by coimmniiv or t r i b. 

rhi- BiiriMii of Indian Ariairs will be ork^aniztMl to provn'dr \ \\, 
loll o\v Li),: St' r vices to tlit^ f u 1 lest: extent, possi hi e : 

•i' TiMi:'. i\n' Indian people to he able iv.orc 

[^ar L : ipatt? in edvicational decision making and l.-athr- 

^ '"'^ J '^"^ - '1^' I ^id Inj.; ,:e!)oo j boa rd :Memb(U-sh ip . 
A<:s ist .mce i i^. ^ !u' ( h;ve K^piiien ( m' schooj hoaril': , Hureaa 

'"'^^'^ '^i' '/.rant.s and jOM Mipf^ ! ''nK-Mt-ary fund i ng 
yroipoy-A 1 s . 

r>-chni.cal support and services in cnrr icu 1 nti:, evalual ior^ 
••iis'ol .e.nstrnction and ad;ni n i s L rat i on to contract and 

>i!i'':nH-ted sclhH^s as veil as I^ireau-opera ted scho^.ls.. 
'^^•"^'^'^'•■J^'* ^'•i' Indian -pti.ons in pnblic sciioois throii,;;h 

proL;ra::is and the involvement of Indian par-.-nts, 
initiat ion ,-,nd f o 1 1 ow- r h roiii-h of action to er>.conra.;e 
Intlian i.ivco ] ve-:en ! , voter participation, school district 
'■•^ ^ " ' • inciian. needs, ant! improvenient of under- 
standin'j; between Indiai^. ami n.on-Indian p.-oplo. 
i->:«:'rc i se oi a leader;^hip role with State Dop ar tmen r s ot 
education to proir.ote qualitv education programs in 
nub lie schools serving Indian pupils. 
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^:fli)U':i.: ANO lilK (il'KST von ^)UALrTY 



till' si^.clion;; wiiicli follow an atLonipt: ha^.; been made to 
sl'. I lorth so"h' program i.iluinents which It is bolievi»d 
:'lU'K\.'1 MiMfli vM' Lh^..» (li'siri- of the Indian eonininni ty in its 
so.arch for <|ii;ilitv in the Lxhicational program:; so.rvinK 
t'r.o;v.. i'hoy ft'prosLMif. o[Hion'i voiiich wi; believe a democratic 
:^n'ic(\- should nak.' available to its nu'inbers. At the same 
til'!.*, all Miii-l. »..',n i ::e that funds in support of edncatior. 

arr li::.i!''d, Uu'al ivi'>al bodies make determinations 

v;hiicii v;rvo c -.Mha.-; ! ^ to onu» or more prOi;,ram elements there 
i. s a o n t i r. 1 1 i n .\ n c s s i t y f o r cho i c e . In d i an commi m i t i e s 
. I c 1,- i-^'-; 1 ed i? : h e i r r e s po i s i b i I i t v f o r t h e f u t u r e we 1 1 - be i n 
oi" their h. i 1 dr uvi ; tiie Bureau oi Indian At fairs acknowl- 
»d.',os its re.>;vM'i;; iirl lit>' to provide the assistance wliich 
1 1 1 o s k.' c o mmi i n i. t i e s d c : 3 i. r e . 

'.■,'h..it '..'e ar,» saving to Indian people is: "Tell us what vou 
'..•ant for vowv children; we will listen and do our best to 
(:elp make chesc: ihiinps come true." 
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r .k! i 1" i 

iiiur r 
:rr 1 ri: 



.1 



I i. Vv 



i:\M A i ^.^.'r 
I i I i 'H i rv; 
r I ' > ; » •.. ' 

ac cor. 



■ t a; 



rt'sp^s l.. {'AC values of Indiar cultures 
i.^ iTvoJucI and hoalrtiy since it promotes 
."iKiividual : wir.ii n special lilc-way in which 
^^ic.i. i'rni^rariis r;uist: be sensitive to the 
j-y- i ru:: ioMj' bur -lusf also recognize factors 
:unr.!i.cL. Tfio underlying concept must be that 
iriL; ic valuo systems, mores and institutional systems 

sppcific reasons and to serve unique requirements. 
- in:-tancer^ in vhi^'h Indiar; co:nmunLtles desire emphasis on cultural 
, t.!u: goal ol ih- cuUural studies program will be to develop, 
n: - and o.xt.^nd vhc nnman resources of tribal communities to a' 
an.:e of ech:cati.on nro^^ra^is, from pro-school through higher education, 

n.i'.' individual needs of personal identity and pride in heritage, 
^oi option." available r.o Indian communities should include enriched 
In-Ts, better training for teachers of Indian students and new 
Is m all lornis that r.-flect accurately the Indian civilizations 
uL.-^.. and values r-hac tindure. ' 



analvsi:^, vhv funda-nt^'ntal concern of cultural studies centers 



I n * !ie f i na 

on understanding; the factors and mechanism of the continuity orculturc^ 
ir. -id.^t 01 change. Tne Bureau will provide 1 eadersh io' in finding 

-\ '^^^ng tull options to the Indian peonlc to use past traditional 
stren^cn in future applications. 
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'^M :'v : ;^:''.:ai trljukam ruk Indian childrkn 



•^'""^''•^ [luii in tliildrtMi fnrolled In school attend public schools, 

ThiT.' rtiv n ;ni:nh.'r oi jM'ohl.'ins luv.Uved including inadequate facilities, 
lack of pr. i,w;rans i... mc.T th.' spt'ci.il needs oi Indian voungstors and 
^^"^^'f^^^li^y in ihr srrvicr^- provldtHl. The lilA will assist Indian people 
to insure that ii^ii.in stulenis Iv puhllc schools receive the kind of 

^^-'^^ -^ ^i -nahle thr::-i lo live <uicqimt:elv wherever thev choo^u-. 

ICE 

lA vLil strive t:o support: Indian requests for: 

(I' Srrenr^treniiv.; local Indian participation in determining the 
acieqiiacv oi" Lliu programs offered in public schools. 

■2) Maklnj^ available to eligible public schools districts 

materials, services and advice which will enable them to 
develop education proy^rams which will more adequately meet 
Indian needs. 




()) C:'ntracL^ne with Indian groups for administration of 
Johnso:i-0 'Mai ley funds . 

(^^^ Providing information and assistance in developing guidelines 
to insure that equal services are provided to Indian students, 

'5) Assisting public school districts to receive construction funds 
from all available sources in those instances where Indian-owned 
lands within the district prevent adequate funding from local 

sources * 
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BOARDING SCHOOLS OF HIGH QUALITY 



TIkto is rrnioh conjcTn a long Indian communi c ies 
and Bureau personnel over the boarding school 
programs. A variety of needs - for example, 
stronger colK\>^o preparatory courses, better 
VvM-ac ional oducat: icn , spec ia 1 education , coun- 
sel ing, impro veT.cn C of tlie iiome living program, 
language and cultural studios - have been 
i dc-n t i f i od . 

The BIA has unclert.-'ken a revLev of several of 
the off-reservation boarding schools in coop- 
eration with Indian jicuple. TIi rough this 
process neecLs have been ide.nrified and goals 
established. Based on zhe goals, the Bureau 
will be able to focus its rosourcti-s on pro- 
>|/ra:ns which :neet the special needs of the 
students at each or rhese schools. In some 
instances this may mean that a school will focus 
on certain curricuhr^i arvas such as vocational 
education. In other instances it may mean a 
strengthening of guidance and counseling programs 
and the addition of n^^-w courses and revised 
instructional programs. All boarding schools 
will be provided policy direction by a repre- 
sentative, elected or tribally authorized 
school board. Curriculum and other policy 
r.atters will be established in cooperation with 
these boards. 
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/ADEQUATE FINAN'CIAL ASSISTANCE FOR UNDERGRADUATE 
AND f;R.ADUATE COLLEGE ATTENDANCE 



[f more Indian pt-onle aru to b: Sle Co assume h-igher level jobs nnd 
policv making respons i bi ]. i c ies is essential chat adequate financial 
assistance be available at both the undergraduatt; and graduate level 
.-lany tribes are taking leadership in this field by establishing tribal 
educational trust fund.s. In 1972 the BIA provided higher education 
assistance to over 10,000 Indian students at the undergraduate level 
and a tokep. nu.,ber of graduate students. The number has grown rapidlv 
in the last tew vears and further phenomenal growth is anticipated 




V7 





.ne Bureau goal will be to work vich Indian tribal and community 
groups to assure adequate funding for all undergraduate and graduate 
students in need of help bv.l976. This effort will include an 
improved program of information distribution for prospective students 
and an increase in the funding level of scholarships to an adequate ' 
amount, using whatever resources are available including P L 92-318 
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AN EFFECTIVK f- DUCAT lO;-; PROv'^R.AM FOR EXCEPTIONAL 
CilllDREN fLnNiJICAPPED AND G "^-TED 



TypLi.'d! schooi proi^rams h.avf been aimed at the "average" 
stiK^onti. Srudier, conducted by the BIA, USPHS and 

indopendent organizations indicate that over 1/3 of 
youn,^ Indian students encer school with hearing 
defects and as niany as i/4 with speech, visual, 
■ruuional and other impairments , In addition, 
brigliter students who are not sufficiently 
challenged by the curriculum become 
bored, restlaes and -often drop out. 
Children with undiagnosed hearing, 
?ight and other .problems fall 
behind i-n their work and may 
be characterized as slow 
I earner s , 




Working with 
community, tribal 
groups , parent ^; and 
the Indian Health Service 
the BIA pledges that services 
desired by Indian parents will 
be provided wi t h in resou rc es ava i 1 - 
able to find, refer, diagnose and 
develop educational programs for excep- 
tional children. Discussion and counseling 
with parents will be an integral parts of 
the placement process. Programs which chal- 
lenge and offer more independent study will 
be provided, enabling the gifted child to 
progress at his own rate. For children with 
physical, psychological and social handicaps, 
programs emphasizing counseling and individualized 
attention will be developed. 
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CREATIVE LEARN^ING EXPERIENCES FOR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN 





ihe 3LA will sciek :"uiuis zc provide- a comprehensive program of early 
ch!ldhov)d oducacion (0-8) if desirod by Lhi' Indian communiLy. This 
program would enco-pass 'i variotv o: services, all based on the local 
situation. [t vo'ild be positive in nature, aimed at providing a 
healLhy, happy child vho va::ts lo become involved in the education 
Proccs-„ It vol: Id Locws on rhe entire family, with strong emphasis on 

parents and the total family as their children's 
Pro.i:;rain design and services would be developed 
■ 'Ts and the community in relation to its parti- 
cular needs, built on .trengch^ of their child rearing practices and 
using native teachin^ materials and langtiage vherever possible. 



education programs 
::-ost important edv 
and coordinated bv 
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ADULT EDUCATION 



The CHOICE program will seek to provide an 
op t ion of adu 1 1 educa t ion to enable Indians 
to Improve their opportunit ies for employ- 
ment and further learning through education. 
Many Indian people, educated in prior years, 
arc at a disadvantage because they do not 
have sufficient language, social or economic 
skills, r!£ fee t i ve iiivo 1 vement in commun i ty 
and tribal affairs requires an educated 
citizenry. The BIA is pLcd;>ed to provide 
assistance in the identification of the 
education and training needs of adult Indian 
peop 1 e and in inp roving access to services 
which will :neet these needs on a continuing 
bas is . 
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Sl->!Mb:R ACTIVITIES 



..^ oh c a iri i 

abl OS loc 

.-:Lr^ cliildren an over- Inc reas ing varioty of compensatory and culcural 
ricririonf exporience.- v.-ithin available fundr>. Sumrior programs may be 

re r^eanlngful and relevant: experiences Co Indian 



> ir:dian children exCend to appropriate pro^^rar.s 
>urr:nor r,\);^U!)s to provide expanded bi-cultural experiences and 
jLI utilization of school facilities. The CHOICE program 
■^,1 Indian people to exercise their option to provide for 



roved to provide rAoi 
a r n t s a n d s t \ ; d n l s ^ ^ 



.) Contracting ;-;ith local Indian groups, at their request, 
:'or administration and operation of these programs. 

Providing a healthy variation from normal school year 
programs and expanding the scope of the child's learning, 

» Providing adequately supervised recreational programs 
lor voung people during the summer months. 

i.:::phasizing opportunities for employment of local Indian 
vfvjth in th.:^ operation of th.ese programs. 
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EKLC 



V AKK SKNSITIVK A^a) AIMM^KCTATIVK 

AM' vorrii, thkir ::ekd^ AaD hkritack 



Liiat L 1 1 he* >;iv--'.n lop p r i u r i L '/ CPiK't-rns !.riu preparat Li:»n of Indian 
teachers Lor India-"; ^ciiH'l . . -'r-.v. ra^ns t hac are i-r on t i a 1 1 v carorr 
.\np^'»r tuni t: i L':; pi.'i; i : i c :{ i i •." • i : i;n t^d r^^ nrv.^vitiL' Indian para-proiess iona 1 S 
,it:: r-ill n : > : >\:a i : it:s .;!^;;ld be' r!:nihas i . '"raining deyiiLinrci 



o r 



I 1 



s Liiden r.s . 







Train in^^ pro.i;raTis 5:hould also deal with helpinc^ ihc non- Indian person to 
bf'corne a :nore ef f ec:. : /e teacher of [ndian scudents. of special ic.portnnce 
wo'.jld be proernrs desi:^:*^^! lo i.ssisr experienced ceachers ^non-rndian and 
rr.diar. alike) :o i-^pr.^ve their skills. All educalion training protirams 
sl^onld contain t h^.: ! i: e:;r: : caching principals and incoporate known research 
in r.he field of -.eacrM-r i:d' \cal ior. , pspt-ciallv as ii reint.es to serving 
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ERIC 



EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 



Educational prograrrs n^jsr be housed in facilities that allow them to 
function successfully. Planning these facilities requires highly 
skilled and technical competence as well as a great deal of time. 
Adequate facilities are vital to any program and the BIA will work Lo 
.-ee that they ar« provided as soon as possible. Indian communities 
will be involved in the planning of the educational facilities whicli 
will help them accomplish their goals. 

The planning, designing and construction of a new facility requires at 
least two to three years. In establishing goals and long-range planf-:, 
therefore, chis time factor must be considered. From the beginning of 
the planning process, local cribal groups, parents, students, staff 
TTiembers and BIA .specialists will work in cooperation. 
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ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRA^MS FOR 1;\DIAN YOUTH 
UTO ARE NOT IN SCHOOL OR EMPLOYED 



The Bureau pledg^v-* Id work with Indian people in planning, and 
developing various, cypes of eJucatiun [jTO grams to help keep 
studei^cs in school and to get other to return to school. Latest 
data indicated :\ 42 percent high j^chool dropout ra*:e for Indian 
otudcfiLs c*.nnpa7"e^! to a 26 percent national average. 

It is recogn 12 cd in. at the home the communi ty , and the church as 
well as the scho^^l have a responsibility for providing stiimiiation 
and incentives to children to continue their education. The 
Bureau in carry in.i: out its responsibility In this connection wii 1 
vor!< with Indian coru^iunities on alternative education programs 
Lor an estimated 10,000 high school age Indian youtii who are not 
i.n school a:id for \:horr^ no other educational facility is available 
til an clie BIA, Such, programs must be flexible and highly individ- 
ual i::ed in nature. They will include work stu(iy, apprentice -type 
programs which umpha.'.; i::e learning while doing. Tribal groups, 
local busines^^es and industries, unions and large corporations 
nay receive subi^idies for intern programs to provide youth 
necessary work opportunities with reasonable pay, skills training, 
tutoring, counseling and special instruction. 

Working with Indian people, the BIA will also investigate the 
educational possibilities in youth and community canters, tutorial 
and remedial instruction programs, voca t iona 1 - Indus tria 1 education 
centers, mobile uniiii^ to take education to the students, open 
campus programs, schools without walls, street academics and study 
other possibilities to bring education to Indian youth w^ho won't 
come to school or who are in danger of dropping out. 
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